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MSKCC orthopaedic surgeon Carol Morris operated
to remove a rare sarcoma from the left arm of concert
pianist Janina Fialkowska.

the largest single-institution database for
soft tissue satcoma in the world. "Thete
are very few cases of the particular tumor
subtype that Ms. Fialkowska had," says
Dr. Morris.

The tumor in Ms. Fialkowska's arm
was large — approximately the size of a
grapefruit — and her first question was
how its removal might affect her playing.
"Dr. Morris said that there was likely to
be some nerve and muscle damage from
the surgery although she couldn't be sure
how much," says Ms. Fialkowska. "And
while she didn't give me false hope, she
promised that she and other MSKCC
doctors would do their very best to
help me. That's what's so unique about
Sloan-Kettering: It wasn't just a ques-
tion of removing the cancer — it was
also a question of getting me to play the
piano again."

In an effort to shrink the tumor be-
fore surgery, Ms. Fialkowska underwent
five weeks of external beam radiation
therapy delivered by MSKCC radia-
tion oncologist Kaled M. Alektiar. And
Ms. Fialkowska makes the surprising
admission diat those weeks "were sort
of fun. The radiation technicians were

wonderful and scheduled my treatments
for the afternoon, so most days I was able
to practice in the morning. Then Harry
and I would drive into Manhattan.
Because of my touring schedule, we'd
never been together for so long and we
took full advantage of the time. We went
to the opera, to art galleries, to restau-
rants, we cooked." In spite of what was
to come, Ms. Fialkowska smiles and says,
"We were just happy together."

In May, Dr. Morris operated to
remove the sarcoma. Ms. Fialkowska
spent the afternoon before the surgery
playing through her favorite composers
in the event that this might be the last
time she'd be able to do so. "I started
with Mozart, then played some Liszt,
then Schubert, Schumann, Ravel, and
Chopin — lots of Chopin. I ended with
the beautiful third movement of his third
sonata," Ms. Fialkowska recalls. "Then
I shut the piano. I know Harry was
upstairs in tears. It was a hard moment."

During surgery, Dr. Morris
found that the tumor hadn't shrunk
as much as was necessary for her to
save a critical nerve. "Some sarcomas
are predictable in their response to

therapy, some are less so," Dr. Morris
comments. However, surgery went
well and Dr. Morris removed the
sarcoma. Yet potentially devastating
to Ms. Fialkowska's playing, the nerve
responsible for lateral as well as some
rotational motion had to be sacrificed be-
cause it had adhered to die tumor itself.

Ms. Fialkowska entered into
intensive physiotherapy and also began
to practice with her left-hand fingers
for half an hour daily. "What gave me
hope was that although I couldn't lift my
arm to the keyboard, my finger motion
was intact," she says. And she added
another dimension to her rehabilitation.
During World War I, famed Austrian
pianist Paul Wittgenstein — brother of
the philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein
— was wounded and lost his right arm.
Unwilling to give up playing, he com-
missioned several of the great composers
of the time to write piano works for
the left hand. "About three days after
I returned home from the operation I
took out the Ravel Piano Concerto for
the Left Hand," Ms. Fialkowska reports.
"I looked at it and said, 'There's no
reason I can't play this with my right
arm.' And I got to work."
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